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The Royal London Hospital has obtained MREC approval to carry out a UK
registry of adult patients with ITR The aim is to collate natural history and
other standard clinical data, as well as obtain DNA for analysis of DNA
polymorphisms. We are particularly interested in genetic polymorphisms within
cytokine genes and FC receptors, since work on other autoimmune diseases
has shown association with disease susceptibility, clinical outcomes and
responses to therapy linked to specific polymorphisms. The MREC grants
approval for us to study several genes providing patients are happy to take
part, and give their consent.

We are very keen to involve as many UK centres as possible and will send
you an information pack which will include everything you need to register
the study with your LREC. Because approval has been obtained for the
multicentre study you will not be required to complete a full LREC submission.
It is simply a matter of notifying your LREC that you will be registering
patients with us.

We would very much like you to join this venture and if you are interested in
taking part, please email me at drew.provan@bartsandthelondon.nhs.uk and |
will send further information and answer any questions you have about the
project.
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